
2023 CAMPAIGN GOALS
•	 Exceeded the CPR/AED training goal of 500

•	 Adopted a new strategy to reach high traffic businesses using a 
postal survey

•	 Purchased 30 additional AED enclosures and installed 33 total

•	 AED inside front door stickers distributed for Campaign AEDs, but 
many others needed

•	 PulsePoint Respond app holders increased to a high of 3925

•	 Raised $47,970 to support all Campaign components

The Campaign’s Sponsor Program has been led by Rotarian Bill 
Bywater. We thank the following donors for their generous 
support totaling $47,970, allowing:
•	 Purchase of 20 AED kits ($24,677)
•	 Purchase of 30 AED enclosures ($20,500)
•	 Payment and maintenance of our website iowaheartsafe.org
•	 Payment for Facebook and Instagram social media posts
•	 Payment for Sponsor Program promotional items
•	 Payment of the Community Foundation of Johnson County administrative fee
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suffer a sudden cardiac arrest 
annually in the US. The national 
survival rate is still below 10%. 
Research has shown that more 
than 60% can survive with very 
timely CPR and use of an AED.

RICHARD E. KERBER
Richard E. Kerber, MD (1939–2016) was a pioneer in the 

development of American Heart Association CPR 
guidelines. He was instrumental in the development 

of public access defibrillation programs to place 
AEDs in communities. The University of Iowa 
Richard E. Kerber HeartSafe Initiative was launched 
in 2017 to promote CPR and placement of over 

100 AEDs in UI buildings. Informed by that initiative, 
and inspired by Dr. Kerber’s example, the Rotary-Kerber 

HeartSafe Community Campaign was initiated in 2019 by two Rotary 
grants. Rotarian Linda Kerber, in collaboration with Rotarian Dr. Dianne Atkins, 
spearheaded the UI Richard E. Kerber HeartSafe Initiative. Linda is moving to Boston 
but will remain the Campaign’s foremost advocate.

Johnson County has met 13 critical criteria to be designated a 
HeartSafe community—THE FOURTH IN THE NATION

356,000
2023 HEARTSAFE PARTNERS (1/1/23-12/31/23)

Find out more at iowaheartsafe.org. 
Donations are 100% tax-deductible  
and can be made at our website or by mail:
Community Foundation of Johnson County
ATTN: Rotary-Kerber HeartSafe Community Campaign
501 12th Avenue, Suite 102
Coralville, IA 52241

319-337-0483

HEART
SAFE
community

•	 Widespread CPR instruction
•	 Public access defibrillators
•	 Aggressive resuscitations protocols
•	 AED registry, public awareness and encouragement of bystander intervention
•	 Effective emergency response plans in schools
•	 911 Dispatch assisted CPR instructions
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Campaign Medical Director Rotarian Dr. Dianne Atkins completed 
her term as Chair of the American Heart Association Emergency 

Cardiovascular Care Committee. In addition to her national 
leadership role, she served as the Campaign’s principal public 
speaker and provided medical oversight for the Campaign’s CPR, 
AED and Heimlich maneuver training of now several hundred 

individuals for nonprofits and some businesses that obtained an 
AED via the Campaign’s cost-sharing program.

The Campaign’s dedicated website, iowaheartsafe.org, increased its visitors to 
1,067 and total visits to 1,325. Over 2000 pages were viewed. The Campaign’s 
social media platforms had about 15–20 posts per month. In total, 335 people 
subscribed to follow us on social media in addition to reaching nearly 13,000 
people on Facebook and over 3,000 people on Instagram.

The Campaign made gave the Johnson County Supervisors a December 20 
report of 2023 accomplishments. 50 AED packages (cabinet, rescue kit, signage 
and AED) have been distributed via our cost sharing program. The Campaign 
has provided 40 yellow combination locked AED enclosures for 24/7 available 
AEDs installed by local governments throughout Johnson County. The Campaign 
donated $10,000 to bring PulsePoint, a critical alert program that signals 
PulsePoint app holders within a quarter mile of a SCA of the location of the 
victim and the nearest AED. Research has found that such electronic messaging 
programs increase critical response time—without CPR and use of an AED 
survival decreases 10% each minute.

PulsePoint, administered by the Johnson County Ambulance 
Service (JCAS), manages 447 registered indoor AEDs and 
40 outdoor 24/7 AEDs. The number of PulsePoint Respond 
app holders has increased to 3963. The JCAS reported 
117 cardiac arrest calls with 12% discharge with positive 
neurological outcome. SCA survival increased to 12%,
as did public engagement in CPR and bystander engagement 
in a SCA rescue (Utstein).

The goal of the Rotary-Kerber HeartSafe Community Campaign 
is to increase the survival rate of sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) 
victims by informing, motivating and training laypersons to use 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and by building a dense 
network of automated external defibrillators (AEDs) to make Johnson 
County one of the safest places anywhere to suffer a SCA.

2024 CAMPAIGN GOALS
•	 Increase CPR/AED training to complete backlog of nonprofits and 

businesses that obtained an AED from the Campaign

•	 Distribute an additional 20 AED kits for indoor installation

•	 Distribute an additional 20 AED enclosures throughout Johnson 
County

•	 Complete a comprehensive Johnson County AED survey of dental 
and medical providers, nonprofits with facilities, large and heavily 
trafficked businesses, and government facilities

•	 Survey known AEDs to assure “AED inside” front door stickers showing 
AED’s exact location

•	 Expand public awareness effort through a new newsletter and more 
aggressive social media 

•	 Raise $50,000 through donations and grants to support all Campaign 
goals

Campaign Medical Director Rotarian Dr. Dianne Atkins, Chair Rotariann Dr. 
Jim Merchant and JCAS Director Fiona Johnson join Supervisors, city and town 
officials with HeartSAFE designation signs

The Campaign provided CPR/AED 
training to several nonprofits, 
for the Heart Walk at Kinnick 
Stadium and, led by Project 
Adam Director Gary Beasley, for 
the Iowa women’s basketball 
team. Project Adam completed 
advising and certifying all 
Johnson County high schools as 
meeting CPR and AED standards.

The Campaign’s nonprofit cost-sharing program continues 
to be led by Rotarian Rev. Mark Pries and business 
cost-sharing program continues to be led by Rotarian 
Ryan Bell. Criteria for participation in cost-sharing to 

obtain a $2000 retail AED package has been updated. It is 
administered in collaboration with the Community Foundation 

of Johnson County. 
•	 Non-profits (tax exempt status): $500
•	 Business with 15 or fewer employees: $600
•	 Business with 16-99 employees: $750
•	 Business with 100+ employees: $1000
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